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Easy Company patrol to Orgun Bazaar,  E Co 1st Battalion (Airborne) 503d Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade Combat Team; Task Force Eagle OEF VIII, 11 January 2008.
(mAJ Kevin Guthrie)



American soldiers of the 289th Infantry Regiment march along the snow-covered road on their way to cut off the Saint Vith-Houffalize road in Belgium, 24 January 1945.  (NARA)

First Snow in Alsace

The snow came down last night like moths  
Burned on the moon; it fell till dawn,  
Covered the town with simple cloths. 
Absolute snow lies rumpled on 
What shellbursts scattered and deranged,  
Entangled railings, crevassed lawn. 
As if it did not know they’d changed, 
Snow smoothly clasps the roofs of homes 
Fear-gutted, trustless and estranged. 
The ration stacks are milky domes; 
Across the ammunition pile 
The snow has climbed in sparkling combs. 

You think: beyond the town a mile 
Or two, this snowfall fills the eyes 
Of soldiers dead a little while. 
Persons and persons in disguise, 
Walking the new air white and fine, 
Trade glances quick with shared surprise. 
At children’s windows, heaped, benign, 
As always, winter shines the most, 
And frost makes marvelous designs. 
The night guard coming from his post, 
Ten first-snows back in thought, walks slow  
And warms him with a boyish boast: 
He was the first to see the snow. 

—Richard Wilbur
(used with permission by the author)



Colonel Cold strode up the Line 
 (tabs of rime and spurs of ice); 
stiffened all that met his glare: 
 horses, men and lice.

Visited a forward post, 
 left them burning, ear to foot; 
fingers stuck to biting steel, 
 toes to frozen boot.

Stalked on into No Man’s Land, 
 turned the wire to fleecy wool, 
iron stakes to sugar sticks 
 snapping at a pull.

Those who watched with hoary eyes 
 saw two figures gleaming there; 
Hauptmann Kälte, Colonel Cold, 
 gaunt in the grey air.

Stiffly, tinkling spurs they moved, 
 glassy-eyed, with glinting heel 
stabbing those who lingered there 
 torn by screaming steel.

Winter Warfare
—Edgell Rickword

(1898–1982)

Winter in Alsace, 1915




